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official were examined. On July 19 Rajkumar Shukla put forward
the case of the tenants. There were in all five sittings at Bettiah.
The sixth sitting of the inquiry committee was held at Motihari
on July 25. There, too, the tenants came in large numbers. After
two sittings the committee members returned to Bettiah.
By August 14 the last evidence was recorded at Bettiah. Gandhi
placed before the committee the statements of a number of tenants
and a great many judgements of courts. The work of the committee
for the time being came to a close, and the next sitting was fixed
some time late in September. Gandhi started for Ahmedabad on
August i63 leaving Babu Rajendra Prasad in charge of the work
in Champaran.
On September 22 Gandhi returned to Ranchi. After prolonged
discussions the members of the committee signed a unanimous report
on October 3. The Government published their resolution on the
18th, accepting almost all the recommendations of the committee.
The Champaran Agrarian Bill introduced by the Hon. Mr. Maude
on November 2 was passed and became an act within a few months.
From Ranchi Gandhi returned to Champaran and stayed there
till October 12. From there he went to Bombay, handing over the
charge of tenants to Bihar leaders.
His work in Champaran still remained unfinished. It was his
opinion that one of the main reasons of the sufferings of the tenants
was their ignorance. He issued a public appeal inviting voluntary
teachers. Babasaheb Soman and Pundlik from Karnatak, Avantika-
bai Gokhale from Bombay, Anandibai Vaishampayan and Shankar-
rao Deo from Poona offered their services. Gandhi also got
Chhotelal, Surendranath and Devadas from the ashram to help in
the work. About this time Messrs. Mahadev Desai and Narhari Parikh
with their wives cast in their lot with Gandhi, and Kasturbai also
joined the contingent.
On November 8 Gandhi arrived in Ghamparan from Bombay
with his volunteers. The first school was opened on November 13, in
a village of the Bettiah raj, about twenty miles east of Motihari.
Within a week a second school was opened in a village forty miles
north-west of Bettiah. A sadhu gave a rent-free land of a temple
for the school which was opened on November 20 in a straw hut
erected for the purpose. Soman, Kasturbai and Dr. Deva took
charge of this school. Within the next three weeks, a third school was